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Harrj'  Slattery,  Administrator  of  Rural  Electrification,  today  announced 
allotments  for  t’-^o  small  generating  plants  in  Vermont  aud  Eew  Hampshire,  follow- 
ing the  failure  of  utility  companies  to  quote  rates  for  vrholesaJe  povrer  which 
vrould  enahle  newly  formed  electric  servi.ee  coopera,tives  to  pay  out. 

He  also  allotted  $352,000  for  one  of  these  cooperatives,  the  Hew  Hamp- 
Siiire  Electric  Cooperative  of  Concord,  to  huild  327  miles  of  transmission  and 
di  striDution  linos  to  serve  an  estimated  1,100  raemher-users  . This  allotment, 
with  BJi  added  $30,000  for  a somi-portahle  generating  plant,  vrns  the  first  to  he  . 
nia,dc  in  the  Str.te  of  Hew  Hampshire.  It  w.as  ereo'edited  when  the  ITevr  HaTgoshire 
Pi.,ihlic  Service  Companj'  hegan  preiDC-rations  to  huild  sprite  lines  in  the  curea. 

The  total  of  today's  aj.lotmonts  v;am>  $407,000. 

The  Vermont  allotiaont,  amounting  to  $25,000,  was  mavde  to  the  Washing- 
ton Electric  Cooperative,  Inc.,  of  East  Montpelier,  Vermont,  for  instodladion  of 
a semi-portahlo  generating  plant  to  provide  energy  for  approximadely  200  inira,! 
families  o:i  55  mi.les  of  lines  already  under  construction  under  aji  earlier  REA 
loan.  Enlargement  of  this  coopera.tive  to  serve  about  1,000  farm  families  is 
being  planned, 

IXie  to  the  allotment  for  the  generating  plcant,  the  Vermont  group, 

hitherto  vdthout  electric  service,  will  have  lights  by  Christma.s.  Administrator 
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Slattery  pointed  out  tlrat  before  mating  it  he  Ired  received  reports  from  REA  and 
cooperative  officials  who  Had  hold  numc',rous  conferences  with  the  Green  Mount  at  n 
Power  Companay  about  a power  rate.  One  conference  vra„s  held  also  with  officials 
of  its  holdi.ng  compa.ny,  the  Hew  England  Power  Association.  The  lovrest  rate 
offered  by  the  Green  Mountain  Company  would  ha.vc  a^vera^ged  1.9  cents,  Mr.  Slattery 
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said.  This  is  fax  higher  than  the  rates  padd  hy  more  than  500  IfflA-f inaarced 
systems,  including  one  in  Vermont, 

The  view  that  private  utilities  cannot  provide  needed  service  in  the 
remaining  unelectrified  rural  arenas  of  Vermont  was  expressed  hy  Ckivernor  George 
D.  Aiken  of  that  Sta.te  ad  pole- setting  exercises  of  the  ¥a.Ghii:gton  Electric  Co- 
operadive held  recently.  Governor  Aiken  sadd: 

"It  is  not  to  he  expected  thad  private  utilities  can,  within  a short 
time,  expand  their  services  to  meet  the  situation  ad  a cost  the  people  can  pa.y. 
Some  prlva.te  companies  Ccannot  afford  the  cost  even  though  the7/  have  the  vrilling- 
nsss  to  cooperate  and  serve.  Others,  unfortunately,  appear  to  he  under  the  con- 
trol of  those  who  have  no  sentimental  adtachnead  for  Vermont  and  little  interest 
in  us.  Their  motive  seems  to  he  to  get  the  last  drop  of  hlood  at  a.s  little  ex- 
pense to  themselves  as  possihlc.  Therefore,  they  lack  the  desire  to  serve  thinly 
populated  rural  a.rcas  and  apparentl;^  they  cannot  see  the  possibilities  for  fvduro 
development . " 

The  Ha.mpsliire  allotment  provides  for  rurad  lines  to  make  service 
available  to  unserved  farm  and  villa.ge  members  in  Cheshire,  Sullivan,  Cai'roll, 
Grafton,  and  Selknap  counties.  Eolaped  pending  vmolesalc  rate  negotiations  vdth  ^ 
the  iTew  Hampshire  Public  Service  Company,  the  adlotment  v/as  expedited  when  reports 
rea.ched  RSA  that  the  company  had  delivered  poles,  preparadory  to  building  lines 
in  strategic  parts  of  the  a.rea>  already  developed  by  the  cooporadive.  This  made 
it  imperative  thad  cooperative  constiaiction  start  promptly-,  according  to  ’'llliam 
J.  Head,  of  Meredith,  Martert  of  the  Hew  Hampshire  State  Grange  and  president  of 
the  cooperative.  Mr.  Head  called  on  Adiainistrator  Sladterj^  last  '‘fednesda,y. 
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